18         WHAT ACTS OF WAR ARE JUSTIFIABLE?
International Law, but they are excused on the
ground that the British did it first. This excuse has
been repeated in the case of every German violation
both in the last war and this, and is in accordance
with Hitler's dictum that if only a lie is repeated
often enough it will finally be believed.
The German air-raids in so far as they are directed
against the civilian population and are intended to
act in terrorem are therefore illegal by their own
standards. That they have proved ineffective for
this purpose is not the fault of the Nazis.
The Food Blockade1
The problem of the British food blockade is
closely connected with that of aerial bombardment
because the Germans have claimed that they are
entitled to bomb the civilian population of Great
Britain as a reprisal against the food blockade which,
they say, is an attack on the German women and
children. This argument was put forward in the
Soviet Government's note of 25 October 1939,
protesting against the Allied blockade. It said in
part:
'It is known that the universally recognized principles
of international law do not permit the air bombardment
of the peaceful population, women, children, and aged
people.2
'On the same grounds the Soviet Government deem
it not permissible to deprive the peaceful population of
foodstuffs, fuel, and clothing, and thus subject children,
1 See Oxford Pamphlet, No. 24, Blockade and the Civil Population,
by Sir W. Beveridge; and No. 38, Britain's Blockade, by R. W. B.
Clarke.
3 This was written before the Soviet Air Force bombed Helsinki.